The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


As the centuries passed, the forests of Accrington became a crucial part of the local economy. 
The vast expanses of woodland provided fuel, building materials and grazing for livestock. 
Many local people relied on the forest for their livelihoods, and the area became known for its 
skilled woodworkers and craftsmen. 

But as the Industrial Revolution took hold in the 18th century, the forests of Accrington faced an 
uncertain future. The demand for timber and other resources led to widespread deforestation, 
and many of the ancient woodland areas were lost forever. 

Despite these challenges, the people of Accrington continued to adapt and evolve. New 
industries emerged, including cotton mills and coal mining, and the local economy flourished 
once again. 

By the early 20th century, Accrington had become a bustling town with a thriving 
manufacturing sector. But the forests of Accrington remained an important part of the local 
landscape, and efforts were made to protect and preserve the remaining areas of woodland. 
Today, the forests of Accrington are a cherished part of the local community. The ancient trees 
and wildlife provide a haven for nature lovers, and the history of the area is celebrated through a 
range of events and activities. 

As the town continues to grow and evolve, the forests of Accrington remain a testament to the 
enduring spirit and resilience of the local people. And with ongoing efforts to protect and 
preserve this important natural resource, they will continue to be a vital part of the community 
for generations to come. 


By Donald Jay. 


